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Resolution 2011-04 

Ranking of Puget Sound related capital projects in the  
Governor’s 2011-13 Capital Budget 

 
 

WHEREAS, Engrossed Substitute House Bill 2836 from the 2010 legislative session 
requires the Leadership Council to rank projects affecting the protection and recovery of 
the Puget Sound basin proposed in the Governor’s 2011-13 capital budget and to 
submit this list to the appropriate fiscal committees of the legislature no later than 
February 1, 2011.  
 
WHEREAS, the Action Agenda ranks Near Term Actions for three of Action Agenda’s 
strategic priorities of: Protect intact ecosystem process, structure and function  (Priority 
A), Restore ecosystem processes, structure and function (Priority B) Reduce the 
sources of water pollution (Priority C) which an be used as the basis for this ranking; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Leadership Council adopted Resolution 2010-02 requesting that the 
Governor and Legislature support funding for two important capital budget priorities of 
stormwater retrofits through the Department of Ecology and salmon habitat restoration 
grants through the Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration Program and the Estuary 
and Salmon Restoration Program;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Leadership Council of the Puget 
Sound Partnership adopts the attached ranking of capital budget projects contained in 
the Governor’s 2011-13 Capital budget proposal, and directs staff to transmit the list 
along with explanatory materials to the appropriate legislative committees, the 
Governor’s Office and the Office of Financial Management.  
 
Resolution Moved By: ____Steve Sakuma_________________ 
 
Resolution Seconded By: __Diana Gale___________________ 
 
Approved/Denied/Deferred (underline one) 
 
DATE: February 17, 2011 
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Near 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Brief 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Bonds
Other 
Funds

Total 
Capital

Tier 1

Forest Legacy DNR A.2.N1

The U.S. Forest Service administers the Forest Legacy Program 
to acquire development rights from landowners to keep forest 
lands working without the economic pressure to sell these 
properYes for residenYal or commercial uses (Forest Legacy) 
Includes the Pysht Costal Forest AcquisiYon (GF‐Federal)

$3,000,000  $3,000,000

Coastal Wetlands Federal 
Funds AdministraYon

Ecology A.2.N1 This project provides grants to state or local enYYes from two 
federal grant programs to acquire coastal wetlands and 
estuarine lands that have significant conservaYon, recreaYon, 
or ecological values. The Coastal and Estuarine Land 
ConservaYon Program is administered by the NaYonal Oceanic 
and Atmospheric AdministraYon.  The NaYonal Coastal Wetland 
ConservaYon Grant Program is administered by the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service. Specifically, coastal areas support a high 
percentage of our threatened and endangered species, fishery 
resources (salmon and steelhead), migratory songbirds, and 
migraYng and wintering waterfowl. Projects anYcipated to be 
funded in the first year of the biennium would be located in 
Jefferson, Whatcom, Thurston and Snohomish counYes 
(General Fund‐Federal).

$15,312,000 $15,312,000

Puget Sound RestoraYon RCO B.1.N1 Funding for ecosystem restoraYon projects that restore river 
delta and flood plans and shorelines, and  remove fish passage 
barriers that are part of the Puget Sound AcquisiYon and 
RestoraYon Program.  Request level set by Puget Sound 
Partnership consistent with levels needed to meet acYon 
agenda targets.

$15,000,000  $15,000,000 

Puget Sound Estuary and 
Salmon RestoraYon 

Program

RCO B.1.N1 Provides funding for the Estuary and Salmon RestoraYon 
Program.  Projects are solicited, reviewed and selected by the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Puget Sound 
Partnership.  The grants are administered by RCO.  

$5,000,000  $5,000,000 

CAPITAL BUDGET *
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Community Partnership 
RestoraYon Grants

PSP B.1.N1 The Puget Sound Community Partnership RestoraYon Program 
provides federal grants from the NaYonal Oceanic and 
Atmospheric AdministraYon to local governments, watershed 
groups and salmon recovery organizaYons for restoraYon 
projects in the deltas of large river systems of Puget Sound with 
a strategic focus on the Whidbey Basin. Specific projects will be 
idenYfied through the Estuary and Salmon RestoraYon Program 
at RCO. (General Fund‐Federal)

$4,450,000  $4,450,000 

Salmon Recovery Funding 
Board Programs

RCO B.1.N1 Provides funding for salmon recovery projects, project 
administraYon, lead enYYes, and regional salmon 
organizaYons.  (General Fund‐Federal, Salmon Recovery 
Account)

$4,400,000 $26,427,280 $30,827,280

Puget Sound Washington 
Wildlife and RecreaYon 

Program

RCO A.2.N1 Provides funding for acquisiYon and restoraYon projects in 
Puget Sound drawn from projects submiRed for grants through 
the Washington Wildlife and RecreaYon Program.  Projects 
were selected based upon locaYon, and job creaYon criteria. 
Projects selected come from the Riparian, State Lands 
RestoraYon, Urban Wildlife, Water Access and Farmland 
PreservaYon categories.

$20,000,000  $20,000,000

Stormwater Ecology C.2.N6 Grants will be provided to local governments covered by the 
Phase I and Phase II NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permits for 
projects to reduce the impact of stormwater on Puget Sound. 
Types of projects funded include stormwater retrofit and Low 
Impact Development Projects. (Local Toxics Control Account) 

$40,000,000  $40,000,000 

Tier 2
Land AcquisiYon Grants DNR A.4.N4 The federal CooperaYve Endangered Species ConservaYon Fund 

was established to reduce conflicts between the conservaYon 
of threatened and endangered species and land development.  
(General Fund‐Federal)

$8,000,000  $8,000,000 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Centennial Clean Water 
Program

Ecology C.3.N2 The Centennial Clean Water Program provides grants and loans 
to public bodies to finance planning, implementaYon, design, 
acquisiYon, and construcYon of water polluYon control faciliYes 
and nonpoint acYviYes. Ecology uses the funds primarily for 
grants, and distributes them through a statewide compeYYve 
raYng and ranking prioriYzaYon process. Grants address the 
highest priority statewide water quality needs, including small 
communiYes that are financially distressed, water quality 
problems associated with urban and rural acYviYes, The work 
accomplished by local governments using Centennial Clean 
Water funds is an integral and essenYal part of the state's 
strategy to reduce the polluYon and protect Puget Sound' 
marine waters estuaries, lakes, rivers, and groundwater 
resources. 

$18,000,000 $0 $18,000,000

Water PolluYon Control 
Revolving Fund Program

Ecology C.3.N2 Congress established the Water PolluYon Control Revolving 
Account (WPCRA) or State Revolving Fund (SRF) under the 
Federal Clean Water Act to provide low‐interest loans to local 
governments for high‐priority water quality projects. Local 
governments use these funds for planning, designing, acquiring, 
construcYng, and improving water polluYon control faciliYes 
and related acYviYes that help meet state and federal water 
polluYon control requirements. The work accomplished by local 
governments using SRF money is an integral and essenYal part 
of the state's strategy to reduce polluYon and protect Puget 
Sound's marine waters, estuaries, lakes, rivers, and 
groundwater resources.

$0 $110,523,000 $110,523,000

Public Works Trust Fund Commerce C.3.N2 This program provides low interest loans to local governments 
to upgrade and develop infrastructure essenYal to public 
health, environmental health and economic vitality. In Puget 
Sound these loans focus on stormwater and wastewater 
projects.   (Public Works Assistance Account)

$96,000,000  $96,000,000
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Tier 3
Forest Riparian Easement 

Program 
DNR A.4.N1 The Forestry Riparian Easement Program compensates eligible 

small forest landowners in exchange for a 50‐year easement on  
the Ymber the landowner is required to leave unharnessed as a 
result of forest pracYces rules protecYng Washington’s forests 
and fish. Landowners cannot cut or remove the qualifying 
Ymber during the easement period. The landowner sYll owns 
the property and retains full access, but has “leased” the trees 
and their associated riparian funcYon to the state.

$1,000,000  $1,000,000

Cherry Valley Fish Passage 
and Stream RestoraYon

WDFW B.1.N4 This project will remove 22 fish passage barriers in the Cherry 
Valley Unit of the Snoqualmie Wildlife Area, in King County 
opening up 7.4 miles of stream habitat. Fish barrier removal is 
in response to Washington State fish passage laws and the 
culvert court case. 

$1,451,000 $0 $1,451,000

Minor Works ‐Fish Passage 
Barrier CorrecYon

WDFW B.1.N4 This project will remove fish passage barriers and correct 
unscreened diversions on State Wildlife Areas and hatcheries. $450,000  $0  $450,000

Family Forest Fish Passage 
Program

DNR B.1.N4 This program eliminates fish passage barriers and opens up fish  
habitat on small forest landowners' properYes through repair, 
replacement or removal.   The federal funds will also support 
conYnued inventory of barriers on small forest landowners' 
streams.  This will help implement the state's Forest and Fish 
HCP and sustain its Clean Water Act Assurances  (General Fund‐
Federal).

$580,000 $4,350,000 $4,930,000

Fish Barrier Removal Parks B.1.N4

This project removes fish passage barriers (culverts) on streams 
that lie on State Park properYes within the area affected by the 
Western Washington Treaty Tribes and the United States court 
cases. Barriers will be removed at Dosewallips, Bogachiel, 
Scenic Beach, Wallace Falls and Flaming Geyser State Parks

$1,088,000  $0  $1,088,000
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Tier 4
Watershed Plan 
ImplementaYon and Flow 
Achievement

Ecology A.3.N4 Twenty nine local watershed plans have been developed and 
adopted by local county boards using state grant funds 
authorized by Chapter 90.82 RCW (Watershed Planning). The 
completed plans cover all or parts of 38 statewide Water 
Resource Inventory Areas (WRIAs) and have idenYfied many 
capital needs. These include rehabilitaYng exisYng water 
systems, water conservaYon, and acquiring exisYng water rights 
for instream flow and other future needs. These projects and 
acquisiYons will help the state, local governments, and other 
stakeholders meet future water needs and achieve 
recommended instream flows.

$2,400,000 $0 $2,400,000

Reducing Health Threats 
from Diesel Emissions

Ecology C.1.N6 Exposure to diesel exhaust, our state’s number one airborne 
health threat, increases cancer risk and causes or worsens 
asthma, heart disease, and lung diseases. Public exposures are 
notably increased near ports, distribuYon centers, rail yards, 
and other areas. This is where heavy–duty diesel engines on 
buses, trucks, locomoYves, cargo–handling equipment, and 
vessels operate in close proximity to populated areas. Strategies 
to reduce these emissions include exhaust retrofits, anY–idling 
programs/idle–reducYon technologies, and fuel–efficiency 
measures. Installing these technologies will greatly reduce 
public health costs and lessen operaYng expenses for engine 
owners. Grant funds will be provided to public enYYes to 
reduce diesel emissions in high–risk diesel polluYon areas 
statewide. (Local Toxics Control Account)

$0 $3,000,000 $3,000,000
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Reducing Health Threats 
from Wood Stove PolluYon

Ecology C.1.N6 Ecology is requesYng $2,000,000 from  to reduce the use of old, 
high‐polluYng wood stoves in communiYes facing high public 
health risk from woodsmoke. Ecology will do this through wood 
stove change‐out programs resulYng in up to100 tons of fine 
parYcle polluYon being reduced each year. We will also provide 
other creaYve strategies to reduce the use of or need for wood 
for heat in areas around the state at high risk of violaYng new 
naYonal ambient air quality standards for fine parYcles. 
Proposed areas are either measuring polluYon levels that 
violate exisYng federal clean air standards or are at risk of 
violaYng new standards, and must be returned to clean air 
status as required by federal law.  Smoke from wood burning 
stoves causes significant health problems including asthma, 
lung disease, heart disease, stroke and premature death. (State 
and Local Toxics Control Account)

$1,200,000 $1,200,000

Tier 5
Water IrrigaYon 
Efficiencies

Ecology A.3.N3 Ecology will provide grants to conservaYon districts to conYnue 
helping the agriculture community implement water 
conservaYon measures and irrigaYon efficiencies in fish criYcal 
basins. These projects improve instream flows and benefit local 
farmers. 

$150,000 $0  $150,000

Remedial AcYon Grant 
Program

Ecology C.5.N1 Grant funds are provided to local governments for several 
programs designed for managing, prevenYng, recycling and 
cleaning up toxic and solid waste in the land, air and water. 
Approximately $280.7 million in local government toxic site 
cleanup needs have been idenYfied for the 2011 13 biennium.  
Ecology is requesYng pass‐through grants to address actual 
spending requirements, using a “worst first” approach.  The 
requested appropriaYon will support Remedial AcYon Grants to 
clean up contaminated industrial sites that impact the air, land 
and water resources of the state. (Local Toxics Control Account)

$31,200,000 $31,200,000
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Cleanup Toxic Sites ‐ Puget 
Sound

Ecology C.5.N1 Ecology’s emphasis on bay wide cleanup in seven priority bays 
has highlighted a valuable link between toxic site cleanup and 
habitat restoraYon. Cleanup and restoraYon can be done 
cheaper, beRer, and quicker because projects are designed and 
built in a coordinated manner, and equipment and resources 
are on site to do the work. Projects support idenYfying 
shoreline habitat condiYons and potenYal restoraYon 
opportuniYes; engaging project proponents in evaluaYng 
opYons for improved habitat; and, ensuring habitat objecYves 
idenYfied in shoreline and other restoraYon plans are 
maximized through the cleanup process (State Toxics Control 
Account).

$12,000,000 $12,000,000

ASARCO ‐ Tacoma Smelter 
Plume and Mines

Ecology C.5.N1 Funding is provided to conYnue cleanup work related to the 
ASARCO smelter in Tacoma. ASARCO operated a smelter in 
Tacoma that released arsenic, lead, and other contaminaYon 
into the air. The polluYon seRled down to earth, contaminaYng 
over 1,000 square miles in the lower Puget Sound.  This funding 
protects public and environmental health, creates jobs and 
promotes economic development by allowing contaminated 
properYes to be redeveloped (Cleanup SeRlement Account)

$13,600,000 $13,600,000

BNSF Skykomish 
RestoraYon

Ecology C.5.N1 The Town of Skykomish was the site of a Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe (BNSF) railway maintenance and fueling facility. During 
the operaYon of this facility, over 2,000,000 gallons of fuel 
spilled and seeped into the Skykomish River. In 2008, Ecology 
entered into a Consent Decree with the railroad, which called 
for a $5,050,000 payment to the State for damages to the 
environment. Ecology is requesYng authority to expend the 
balance of the seRlement funds to complete habitat restoraYon 
projects in the Skykomish and Snohomish River watersheds.

$284,000  $284,000 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Tier 6
Hood Canal Regional 
SepYc Repair Loan 
Program

Ecology C.4.N3 This request will provide capitalizaYon for an on–site sewage 
system revolving loan fund in Kitsap, Mason, Jefferson, and 
Clallam CounYes. The state and federal funding requested will 
leverage a private capital match to provide income–indexed 
loans to owners of failing, individual, on–site sewage systems 
for either repair or replacement of those systems, or 
abandonment of the system and connecYon to public sewer. 
These failing systems pose a public health and environmental 
hazard to the targeted Hood Canal region. This request will 
fund repair/replacement of on–site systems. The request will 
retain jobs in local sepYc design, repair, or construcYon small 
businesses.

$2,500,000  $2,500,000 

Tier 7
Voights Creek Hatchery 

Development
WDFW D.1.N6 These funds are provided for the design and permirng of the 

improvements required to avoid future flood related impacts 
and enable the hatchery to comply with Hatchery ScienYfic 
Review Group recommendaYons, support progress on hatchery 
reform, and meet state‐tribal requirements.

$1,000,000  $1,000,000 

$70,519,000 $371,846,280 $442,365,280

*   Dollars reflets amounts projected to be allocated to projects in Puget Sound and not the en3re statewide appropria3on.




